134. NATAL BILLS
The more one examines the Natal Licensing Bills, the greater is the
feeling of dissatisfaction over them, The Bills are an open challenge
to the Imperial Government. They frankly and openly attack
Indians, not Asiatics generally. They attack not Coloured people but
Indians only, A Chinaman may, therefore, freely trade in Natal, save
for the restrictions provided by Act 18 of 1896, but an Indian may not.
The Zulu, very properly, we think, is unhampered, but the Indian,
whether born in Natal or not, must not trade after a certain date,
The Mercury pertinently asks whether an Indian may carry on the trade
of a barber. And if he may, why should the European grocer and
the general dealer alone be protected?
But to examine the details of the proposed legislation is not to
understand it. In order to understand it properly, it is necessary to look
beneath the surface. The Natal Government, then, by bringing for- -
ward the Bills, state their Indian policy. In their opinion, the
Colony has a perfect right to drive away Indians, not to recognize them
as British subjects and to do as they choose with them without regard to
Imperial obligations, In Kipling's words, the Servant is to be the
Master, It is not enough that Natal is to be Mistress in her own, but it
is to dictate terms to the Imperial Government, For we brush aside the
idea that the proposed treatment of Indians can ever be part of the
powers of self-governing colonies, And what Natal wishes to do is, after
all, what most British Colonies would also like to copy.
What will India do ? The Indian Government, if they would faith-
fully discharge their trust, have a clear duty before them. They cannot
see Indian emigrants being ruined and sacrificed on the altar of
prejudice. But whether they realize their duty or not, it is clearly for
the people of India to wake up and assert their right of protecting the
interests of their "cousins across the sea55, Every hamlet in India
should express its abhorrence of the cruel injustice that is dealt out to
their brethren who have emigrated to the Colonies,
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